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While class reading 
assignments may keep 
you very busy, many 
students find that some 
recreational reading helps 
relieve stress and 
maintain balance in their 
lives.   
 
If you are looking for ideas 
on what to read for 
yourself or your family, 
check out our Books and 
Authors database!   
 
Try the “Expert Picks” 
section with dozens of 
books and short lists of 
recommended readings 
compiled by librarians, 
publishers, and other 
experts. The range of 
book topics covered by 
these lists is amazing!   

Recreational reading tips @ the eLibrary 

 How about:  

 “15 Outstanding 

Biographies of 

American 

Presidents,” or  

 

 “Murder by Toaster: 

Mysteries with 

Surprising Lethal 

Weapons,” or 

 

 “Top 10 Literary 

Travel Books.” 

You can also find The 
New York Times non-
fiction and fiction best-
seller lists for every week 
back to January 2010.  
The Books and Authors 
database allows you to 

browse thousands of 
books by title, author, or 
genre.  
 
Even more interesting, 
Books and Authors now 
offers a new way to 
browse whereby you can 
browse for a new book to 
read by character, subject, 
location and time period 
and get a visual 
representation of your 
matching books. 

FALL 2011 

Volume 2, Issue 3 NECB eLibrary Newsletter 

  Great book ideas are just a click away! 
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Regardless of whether 
you are an undergraduate 
or graduate student at 
NECB, at some point a 
professor will request that 
you use a “scholarly” 
journal as a source for a 
research assignment.  
 
So, what exactly is a 
scholarly or academic 
journal? Scholarly journals 
(also called academic, 
peer-reviewed, or refereed 
journals) are publications 
in which scholarship 
relating to a particular 
academic discipline is 
published. These types of 
journals can serve as 
forums for the introduction 
and presentation for 
scrutiny of new research, 
and the critique of existing 
research.  
 
Articles are written by a 
scholar in the field or by 
someone who has done 
research in the field. The 
affiliations of the authors 
are listed, usually at the 
bottom of the first page or 
at the end of the article--
universities, research 
institutions, think tanks, 
and the like. Content 
typically takes the form of 
articles presenting original 
research, review articles, 
and book reviews. 
 
Generally speaking, 
scholarly journals have a 
rather sober, serious look. 
Articles often contain 
graphs and charts and 
always provide sources in 
the form of footnotes or 

So, what is a Scholarly Journal? 

bibliographies. These 
bibliographies tend to be 
lengthy and cite other 
scholarly writings.  
 
HINT: When doing 
research, review these 
bibliographies carefully 
because they can be an 
excellent source for 
locating other material 
published on your topic. 
 
The majority of scholarly 
journals go through the 
“peer-review” process, 
although there are some 
that are scholarly and 
non-peer reviewed. The 
“peer review” process is a 
process that journals use 
to ensure the articles they 
publish represent the best 
scholarship currently 
available.  
 
When an article is 
submitted to a peer 
reviewed journal, the 
editors send it out to other 
scholars in the same field 
(the author's peers) to get 
their opinion on the quality 
of the scholarship, its 
relevance to the field, its 
appropriateness for the 
journal, etc.  
 
The organization of a 
scholarly journal articles 
usually follows a similar 
format. Most have an 
abstract (a descriptive 
summary of the article 
contents) before the main 
text of the article. They 
may also include a 
literature review (a section 
that briefly describes 

some of the seminal works 
published on the topic of 
the article), methodology, 
results, conclusion, and 
always a bibliography (i.e. 
a list of references used in 
writing the article). 
 
Examples of scholarly 
journals include the: 
 
 American Economic 

Review  
 

 Journal of Economic 
History  
 

 Journal of Marketing 
Research 
 

 Journal of 
Occupational and 
Organizational 
Psychology 

 
 Journal of Business 

Ethics  
 

 Project Management 

Journal 

The ProQuest and  
Business Source Premier 
databases in the NECB 
eLibrary contain thousands 
of full-text scholarly 
journals that you can use 
for your research.  
 
If you ever have difficulty 
identifying a scholarly 
journal of using these 
databases, remember help 
is only a click away (24x7) 
by contacting our online 
librarian reference service 
at the eLibrary. 
 
 

  

Scholarly Journals 

 

 

 

One in a series of occasional articles about college and graduate school research. 
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The Literature Resource 
Center is a terrific online 
resource offering students 
and faculty comprehensive 
and authoritative 
information that can be 
used in English 
Composition or literature 
courses at NECB. 
 
If you are researching an 
author the database 
provides detailed 
biographical information 
on over 135,000 authors 
from the 15th century to 
present and from all 
around the world. 
 
Using Literature Resource 
Center as an 
indispensable tool that will 
quickly give you access to: 
 

 More than 850,000 
full-text articles, critical 
essays and reviews 
from over 390 
scholarly journals and 
literary magazines 

Database in the Spotlight:  

 

 More than 30,000 full-
text poems, short 
stories and plays, and 
8,500 interviews. 
 

 Nearly 5,000 links to 
selected Web sites 
and more than 2800 
author portraits 
 

 More than 75,000 
selected full-text 
critical essays and 
reviews from 
Contemporary Literary 
Criticism, Classical 
and Medieval 
Literature Criticism, 
Literature Criticism 
from 1400-1800, 
Nineteenth-Century 
Literature Criticism, 
Twentieth-Century 
Literary Criticism, as 
well as Drama 
Criticism, Poetry 
Criticism, 
Shakespearean 
Criticism, Short Story 
Criticism, Children's 

Literature Review 

 More than 11,000 
overviews of 
frequently studied 
works, from sources 
including Gale's For 
Students series, 
Literature and Its 
Times and Characters 
in 20th-Century Fiction 
 

 The ability to identify 
authors and works that 
share characteristics 
such as genre, time 
period, themes, 
nationality, ethnicity 
and gender 
 

 The Merriam-
Webster's 
Encyclopedia of 
Literature, featuring 
10,000 definitions of 
literary terms 

 

And remember, Literature 
Resource Center is 
available to you 24/7 at the 
NECB eLibrary! 
 
 

  

Trivia Research 

Puzzlers 
 

Test your eLibrary 

research skills!  Where 

would you find this 

information? 

 

Question #1:  In what 
database at the NECB 
eLibrary would you find 
data on the Spanish Bingo 
Club market and what 
was the compound annual 
growth rate for this market 
during the period  2001-
2005? 
 
 
Question #2:  In what 
database at the NECB 
eLibrary will you find 
hundreds of ranking lists 
including a list of the 
“World's Most Ethical 
Food and Beverage 
Companies” in 2011? 
Also, what is the fourth 
company on that list?   
 

Answers can be found on page 4. 

Meet the MBA Program Chair 

Hello! My name is Dr. 
Carla Patalano and I am 
the MBA Program 
Chair.  As part of my job 
here at NECB, I oversee 
all of the development and 
teaching of graduate-level 
business courses which 
require students to use 
the NECB eLibrary.  My 
preferred database is 
EBSCO (Business Source 
Premiere) because it 
contains the full-text 
versions of many relevant, 
high-quality journals 
including the Harvard 
Business Review, 
Advertising Age, HR 
Magazine and Information 

Week.  Prior to joining 
NECB, I served as an 
executive-level manager in 
a variety of industries, so I 
speak from experience 
when I say that these four 
publications are all 
exceptional sources of 
material for any business 
professional that wants to 
ensure that they are in 
touch with evolving trends 
and expert industry 
insights.  
 
All graduate courses 
require our students to use 
the eLibrary extensively to 
research theoretical 

constructs and their 
application in the business 
environment.  Beyond that, 
studies show that in 
today’s competitive 
landscape, the ability to 
quickly gather credible, 
relevant information, such 
as that found in this 
database, is essential to 
securing one’s professional 
future.  Knowing how to 
use the eLibrary gives 
students that added edge, 
both academically and 
professionally, over their 
counterparts that might 
otherwise be equally 
capable. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Carla Patalano 

MBA Program Chair 
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The NECB eLibrary 

contains invaluable 

resources that will assist 

you with your 

assignments. It will be well 

worth your time to explore 

its many offerings. To get 

you started this is how it is 

organized: 

Databases – There are 

over 35!  These 

databases are grouped 

under the headings of 

either “General Education 

Resources” or “Business 

Resources” so that you 

can more easily identify 

the databases that will 

best suit your needs.  If 

you mouseover any one of 

these titles such as 

“Contemporary Literary 

Criticism” a popup will 

appear that concisely 

describes the type of 

content that can be found 

in these databases. 

Virtual Reference Shelf – 

Are you looking for an 

online dictionary, 

almanac, thesaurus, or 

encyclopedia?  This is the 

place to visit!  Do you 

need some statistics for 

Tips for Students 

 

New England College of 

Business and Finance 

(NECB) is committed to 

educating students 

interested in careers in 

business or finance by 

providing a high quality, 

well designed and fully 

About New England College of Business and Finance… 

  

service.  Ask a Librarian 

offers reference 

assistance, 7 days a 

week, 24 hours a day, 

from experienced 

reference librarians who 

can help you with your 

research needs. NECB 

pays for this student 

service, so there is no 

cost to chat with an online 

librarian. Just go to the 

Student Resources 

section of the NECB 

eLibrary and click on “Ask 

a Librarian Express.” 

 If you’re still stuck with 

your research and you 

aren’t able to get the 

assistance you need from 

the online librarian 

service, reference 

assistance is available 

from the NECB Librarian, 

Jeff Cronin. He will 

attempt to respond to your 

questions as quickly as 

possible. To contact the 

NECB Librarian, send an 

email inquiry with your 

name, the name of your 

course, your instructor’s 

name, and your specific 

question to: 

librarian@necb.edu. 

your paper?  Check out 

Statistical Abstract of the 

United States – the best 

one-stop source for data 

on a wide range of topics. 

APA Citation Guides – In 

the eLibrary there are 

excellent reference guides 

that provide clear and 

concise instructions on 

how to properly cite using 

APA citation styles. They 

are produced by EasyBib 

in PDF format. Please 

print them out – it will 

make the task of citing 

substantially easier. 

Subject Guides – There 

are 22 guides created by 

the NECB librarian 

covering subjects taught 

at the college. Each 

subject guide contains a 

list of databases 

recommended for 

research in the subject as 

well as a selected list of 

web resources.  

Reference Assistance – 

Located in the “Student 

Resources” section of the 

eLibrary website, you will 

find the Ask a Librarian 

Express online librarian 

supported online learning 

environment. The College 

offers opportunities for 

degrees at the 

Associate’s, Bachelor’s 

and Master’s levels.  We 

also offer opportunities for 

continuing education as 

well as certificates in a 

variety of areas.  To learn 

more about the College 

and our unique online 

learning courses and 

degree programs, please 

visit our website at 

www.necb.edu. 

10 High Street 
Boston, MA 02110 

 

CAMPUS PHONE: 
(617) 951-2350 

 

CAMPUS FAX: 
(617) 951-2533 

 

ENROLLMENT: 
(800) 997-1673 

The eLibrary Newsletter is 
written and produced by: 

Jeff Cronin 
NECB Librarian 

 

Paula Bramante 
NECB SVP of Student Services 

 

Research Puzzler #1: 
 
The Snapshot Series 
database provides 
thousands of market 
research reports on 
industries around the 
world. One such report 
is Spain Bingo Clubs 
2007, and the 
compound annual 
growth rate for this 
market during the period 
2001-2005 is given on 
page five as 2.5%. 

  

Research Puzzler #2: 

 

This ranking list is found 

in the Business and 

Company Resource 

Center database. The 

fourth company on the 

list for 2011 is Stonyfield 

Farm Inc. 

 

mailto:librarian@necb.edu
http://www.necb.edu/

